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INTRODUCTION

The U.S. World War I Centennial Commission was created by an
Act of Congress in January 2013. Members of the 12-member
Commission were appointed by the President and the leaders
of the Senate and the House of Representatives, as well as
the American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the
National World War I Museum. The Commission’s mission is to
plan, develop, and execute programs, projects and activities
to commemorate the Centennial of World War I (WWI). Over the
next five years the Commission intends to:

Over the next four years, the Commission will serve as the
lead organizer for the nation’s commemorative events and will
coordinate the activities of thousands of groups and volunteers
across the country. This effort will bring together communities
from across the nation, and the years from 2014 to 2018 will be
significant as individuals and institutions tell the story of the
Great War. The Commission’s mission is to raise awareness
and give meaning to the events of a hundred years ago, using
educational experiences and programming for all ages.

•

Develop educational programs targeted at a variety of
audiences and delivered through a variety of broadcast, print
and digital media, with the goal of increasing awareness and
informing Americans about the country’s most forgotten war.

•

Organize activities, events, and symposia to commemorate
American involvement in “the Great War.”

•

Establish a National World War I Memorial in Washington
DC, and bring attention to the thousands of World War I
memorials in communities across the country that honor
Americans who served in the war.

World War I remains America’s forgotten war, even though more
Americans gave their lives during that war than during Korea
and Vietnam combined, and even though it profoundly shaped
the rest of “the American century.” The Commission will use the
Centennial as a timely and essential opportunity to educate the
country’s citizens about the causes and consequences of the
war; to honor the heroism and sacrifice of those Americans who
served; and to commemorate through public programs and
initiatives the centennial of this global event.

•

Serve as a clearinghouse for the collection and dissemination
of information about events and activities related to the
Centennial Commemoration.

In 1926 construction on the Liberty Memorial was completed and the monument was dedicated by President Calvin Coolidge in front of more than 150,000 people.

EDUCATE
The Centennial Commemoration provides an opportunity to
focus the attention of students and adults across the country
on the causes and consequences of the war. Using educational
resources beyond the classroom settings, the Commission
intends to create a comprehensive educational program about
all aspects of the First World War. Areas of focus will be to reflect
upon the history of the war, as well as:

•

The war’s effects on geopolitics to the current day

•

Implications for the forces of nationalism and
self-determination of free peoples

•

Technological changes the war brought to manufacturing
and industry

•

The war’s impacts on society and on arts & culture

While many of the Commission’s educational programs will
be available to the country at large, its particular focus will be
on students in grades 6-12 – the so-called “Generation Z” who
were born beginning in the mid to late 1990s. The Commission
expects to supplement traditional classroom materials with the
full range of “virtual classroom” materials and other Internetdriven media to reach as wide an audience as possible. By
working with educators across the country, the Commission’s
goal is to reach over 10 million students by the conclusion of
the Centennial period.

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES
& DIGITAL LEARNING
®® The Commission has partnered with A+E/History Channel
to develop a national educational programming outreach
for students in grades 6-12. Much of this content would
be delivered to classrooms via electronic format. The
curriculum will include original programming to be
broadcast nationwide starting in June 2014, with shorterlength programs broadcast on the History Channel
Classroom. The curriculum resources and teacher’s guides
accompanying A+E programs will be distributed to over
600,000 teachers through the HISTORY e-mail newsletters.
®® As a tool for engaging middle school and high school
teachers, the Commission proposes to sponsor a WWI
lesson plan contest for teachers, creating a direct link to
the Common Core requirements and other curriculum
standards. This program would be managed by a volunteer
committee composed of educators and WWI historians from
across the country.

®® As an additional opportunity for engaging students in grades
6-12, the Commission proposes to sponsor a national essay
contest. During each year of the Centennial, students from
across the country would be given a specific WWI-themed
topic on which to write a short essay. This contest would be
similarly managed by a volunteer committee of educators
and WWI historians from across the country.
®® Working with A+E/History Channel and other national
partners, the Commission plans to develop a digital learning
program that would create a virtual classroom environment,
in which teachers at museums and other venues can use
web-based applications to reach schools and students
across the country.

HONOR
Remembering and honoring those that served and gave their
lives during the First World War is a central task in the Centennial
Commemorative period. More than four million American
families sent their sons and daughters to serve in uniform during
the Great War. In only five months of fighting at the end of the
war, over 53,000 U.S. soldiers gave their lives in combat, with
another 200,000 wounded – a casualty rate far greater than in
World War II. More than 350,000 African Americans served in the
U.S. military, as did Native Americans and members of other
minority groups; and, for the first time women, joined the ranks
of the U.S. armed forces.
By establishing national memorials to World War I, and bringing
renewed attention to local WWI memorials around the country,
the Commission will honor the service and sacrifice of the men
and women who served, not only on the battlefields but behind
the lines and on the home front, and help today’s generations
of Americans begin to understand the true heroism of all those
who served.

®® Since 1982, the nation has dedicated national memorials
in Washington, DC, in remembrance of World War II, Korea,
and Vietnam. No such memorial exists for the veterans of
World War I. The Commission will pursue plans for a national
World War I Memorial in Pershing Park, one block from the
White House on Pennsylvania Avenue. Currently, Pershing
Park serves as the existing memorial honoring General John
J. Pershing, the commander of all U.S. forces in the war. The
memorial would be renovated and expanded to officially
serve as the nation’s World War I memorial in Washington.
®® Across the country there are local WWI memorials in
thousands of cities and towns that are forgotten and in
disrepair. The Commission has partnered with the World War
I Memorial Inventory Project to create an on-line database,
with partners from all 50 states, that will assist with locating
all the memorials built to honor U.S. veterans of the First
World War.
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COMMEMORATE
As a leading initiative of the Commemoration, the Commission
will work with partner organizations to sponsor, create and
host public programs and events at venues across the country,
in addition to serving as a clearinghouse for the collection
and dissemination of information about events and plans for
the centennial of the First World War. This information will be
available on-line via the web-site and other social media outlets.

SYMPOSIUMS & LECTURES
In partnership with other organizations, the Commission intends
to sponsor an annual series of symposiums on specific aspects

of the First World War and on the lessons to be learned from the
war. The symposiums will be targeted to the general public and
history enthusiasts alike.
Recognizing that physical attendance at symposiums is
limited, proceedings will be available on-line via webcasts and
downloads. Related papers and other materials will also be
available for distribution to educators and the general public.

GENEALOGY PROJECT
The Commission has proposed an initiative to create a program

for gathering names and stories of WWI veterans. Families would
be invited to send in photos and information about their loved
ones that served during the war, creating a digital database
similar to that produced for veterans from the Vietnam and
WWII eras. This information would be collected and available for
viewing on-line and in publications.

PUBLIC EVENTS
The Commission will organize other commemorative events
to be held throughout the country during the Centennial
period. Some tentatively scheduled events will highlight the
anniversaries of specific events of the war, such as the beginning
of the war, the U.S. declaration of war, major engagements of
U.S. forces, and the armistice.
The Commission will coordinate memorial services at the
National Cathedral in Washington and at Arlington National
Cemetery, and at churches, cemeteries and memorials around
the country, in recognition of the centennial anniversary of
Armistice Day, November 11, 1918.
In addition, the Commission plans to partner with other
organizations to organize a ticker tape parade and tall ship
review in New York City, during the annual Fleet Week, to
“welcome home the doughboys,” and to pursue additional
plans to commemorate World War I in conjunction with major
parades, such as the Macy’s and Rose Bowl Parades, and
sporting events such as the World Series, National Football
League games, and NASCAR races.

ARTS & CULTURE COLLABORATIONS
The Commission will engage with museums, libraries and
other arts and culture organizations to create and plan special
programming and traveling exhibitions to tour across the United

States and abroad. Telling a story through artifacts, works
of art and musical compositions is an effective way to show
the human side of war, and how its impact was felt far off the
battlefield.
The Kansas City Symphony has commissioned the composition
of a WWI symphony to be performed live in 2015. In addition,
several opera companies have been scheduled to perform Silent
Night, a WWI inspired opera, during the Centennial years in cities
throughout the country.

AUDIENCE & INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
The Centennial Commemoration is truly a global event, and in
the United States nearly four million American families were
affected by a war. Everyone went to war, and industry was called
on to develop new technologies and innovations for building
ships, vehicles, and weapons, and for delivering supplies to
our troops. Farmers were called upon to feed the troops, and
everyone was asked to “do your bit.” All Americans will be
invited to join in the Commemoration, and Commemoration
activities will be coordinated with relevant groups including
foreign centennial agencies, military and veterans groups,
federal/state/local governments, museums and libraries,
schools and universities, corporations, and foundations.
The Commission’s Centennial observance is providing new
opportunities for partnerships with other cultural organizations
internationally. The Commission is endorsing the rehabilitation
project at the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial near Paris, and is
working directly with the UK and France on suitable memorials
for the ‘Unknown Soldier.” Potential collaborations also exist
with the Flanders House, the American Field Service, and the
Imperial War Museum.

COMMISSIONERS
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Vice Chairman, Colonel Robert Dalessandro, USA (Ret.)

American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC)
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American Field Service (AFS)
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American Legion

Mr. John Hamilton

Cantigny Park

Mr. Jerry Hester

HISTORY Channel

Colonel Thomas Moe, USAF (Ret.)

National Guard Bureau

Mr. James Nutter, Sr.

National Park Service

Dr. Libby O’Connell

National Archives

Maj. General Alfred Valenzuela, USA (Ret.)

National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA)

Mr. James Whitfield

Saving Hallowed Ground
National Museum of American History (Smithsonian)
The Flag and General Officers Association

FOUNDATION DIRECTORS
Rear Admiral James Carey, USN (Ret.)
CAPT Chris Christopher, USN (Ret.)
Dr. Mary Cohen
Mr. Daniel Dayton
Mr. Jerry Hester
Lt. General Russel Honore, USA (Ret.)
Dr. Libby O’Connell
Maj. General Alfred Valenzuela, USA (Ret.)

PBS
Pritzker Military Museum & Library
National World War I Museum
United States Army Center for Military History
United States Navy Memorial
Washington Scholars
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Western Front Association
World War I Memorial Inventory Project
World War I Historical Association

WAYS TO SUPPORT
The Centennial Commission affords a donor the unique opportunity to lead in a cause that has national and international impact and
recognition. This program provides individuals, corporations and foundations the opportunity to participate in a mutually beneficial
relationship with the Centennial Commission, the U.S. government’s only Commission dedicated to the United States commemoration
of the First World War. Financial support is vital to the Commission’s long-term goals of delivering a unique experience, together with
providing quality programs, and events. The estimated budget for the Centennial Commemoration programming is $5 million annually,
with an overall fundraising budget of $25 million over the five year perid. The Commission uses no taxpayer fuding and is seeing private
donations to finance this plan.
See additional materials for sponsorship benefits and ways to join in this Commemoration, or visit www.worldwar1centennial.org.
The United States Foundation for the Commemoration of the World Wars is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization whose mission is to support the
Commission’s programs and activities. The Foundation serves as the principal fund-raising organization for the Commission.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Dan Dayton
President
The United States Foundation
for the Commemoration of the World Wars
701 Pennsylvania Avenue #123
Washington, DC 20004- 2608
202.380.0725
daniel.dayton@worldwar1centennial.org

WW1

100
YEARS

THE UNITED STATES

WORLD WAR ONE

CENTENNIAL COMMISSION

