Christine Havlik Krose-
man, a Department of De-
fense Dependents Schools-
Europe teacher at Hainerberg
Elementary School in
Wiesbaden completed amis-
sion her grandfather began
in World War L

Havlik Kroseman met
June 17 with the Bishop of
Verdun, France, to returm @
clerical vestment her grand-
father rescued from a bumn-
ing church during service in
and around St. Mihiel and
Meuse-Argonne, France.
Her grandfather, Frank
Havlik, served as a private
first class with the 355th
Infantry Regiment, 89th Di-
vision (the Midwest Divi-
sion} of the American Ex-
peditionary Force during
the war.

Entering a burning
church to see if civilians
peeded help, Havlik came
upon an abandoned priest’s
gold vestment and tucked it
into his tunic for good luck.

Apparently the charm
worked. Haviik survived the

promoted to corporal, Te-
turned to the United States
after demobilization, raised
a family and bad a career.

He alwaysintended tote-
turn the good luck talismai.
After Havlik -passed away
several years ago, his grand-
daughter took on the mis-
sion.

After a visit to the region
two years ago, she began to
recreate her grandfather’s
war itinerary with the help
of Dr. Dave Theis, assistant
principal of Gen. H.H.
Arnold High School in
Wiesbaden, a retired Army
Reserve officer and history

Teacher returns religious
jtem rescued by grandfather
in France during World War |

war without a scraich, was

Christine Haviik Kroseman
returned this clerical vest-
ment to a church In France.

buff.

With the help of records
in the archives of the Ameri-
can Battle Momumnernts Com-
mission, Theis and Haviik
Kroseman reconstructed her
grandfather’s likely wartime
movements.

They deduced he must
have fought in the Bois de

oo hoville (the Bantheville |
Woods) and “gone over the ||

top” on Nov. 1, 1918.

church, but established a

good fix on the region where |
heserved and the rescue must 1

have taken place.

A representative of the
Meuse-Argonne American }

Cemetery was to be in at-

tendance when Havlik |

Krose-man returned the
garment her grandfather
saved from the flames over
R0 years ago.

‘A final resting place for
the vestment is still o be
determined. (Storyandphota
courtesy of the Department
of Defense Dependents
Schools-Europe)

They could not identify |
the exact location of the t

Le jeune caporal américain Ua !
en 1918. Elle a été 7

De septembre & novembre
1918, le caporal ameéricain
Franck Havlik, (origine
teheque. de la compagnie E,
355¢ Division d'infanterie, a
combattu en Meuse, Sur le
front d Argonne. D'une
eglise en feu, Jul et un cama-
rade ont P SAUVET UNe cha-
suble de lincendie. Hm-
porte aux Tats-Ums, le
précieux vhtement  fut
conservé dans un coffre.

Le caporal Haviik est mort ;
son fils 2 maintenu la tradi-
fion, Tl a montré Yobjet pré-
cieux deux fois par an a ses
filles. Aprés le déces de leur
papa. ¢’un commun accord.
Chrisiine, Vieki, Matt, Linda
ot Dale Havlik ont decidé
dreftectuer des vecherches
afin de restituer Vobjet sa-
cerdotal 2 son lied d’ori-
gine.

Travail
de détectives

Chris et son mari, ensei-
gnants dansun college amé~
ricain 4 Wiesbaden en Alle-
nagne, ont &tudié le journal
yue le grand-pére rédigeait
réguhérement. Ainsi gque les
cartes ol il marquail ses dé-
placements. Leurs re-
cherches leur ont fait ren-
contrer maintes personnes,

(Translatiof

{outes tres intér
Pidée de récupér
objet.
Aprés deux ans
oherches, on sal
deux mois, gue, 54
vraisemblance,
cendiée était cell
theville. La com
du musée de Sain
conseillé & la famy
de contacter 1'é
ue la restitution
suble, objet symbi
homologuée.

Emotic

Cest avec émotl
Frangois Maupl
Blaise ont décow
suble jaune d'01
froi _c'est-a-dir
ries centrales _
des feuilles de !
grappes de raisi
Jement avec 3V
émotion gue Ch
sa soeur, venu
ment des Etats-
mis officielleny
suble & 'évegu

Frangois Maup
ger de trouve!
elle aura tou
Quand ce choi
miné, la famill
haite offrir

commémoratiy

"With great emotion, Monsig
the golden yell
leaves and grapes.
the Bishop by Chris Havlik a
United States.

ow robe, who
With the
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Francois Maupu will take it ¢




