
100th Anniversary of Camp Crane
On May 24, 1917, the ofþ cers of the Lehigh County Agricultural Society signed a lease with the 

United States government that initiated an amazing transformation of the Allentown Fairgrounds 
from its dedicated use for the operation of the annual Great Allentown Fair. 
   As the nation joined its allies to þ ght in the First World War that already had been raging in Europe for three years, 
its leaders eyed the Fairgrounds for a patriotic purpose.
  Only six weeks into the campaign, the Allentown Fairgrounds was converted into a major mobilization and training 
camp for recruits into the United States Army Ambulance Service, an American response to Franceõs request for that 
speciþ c assistance.    
   News spread quickly that units in this unique military effort would be the þ rst deployed to Europe, and young recruits 
nationwide poured in excited to sign up.  
   And so began an extraordinary two-year period not only for the Fairgrounds, but an entire community supporting the 
impact of 20,000-plus army and other medical personnel preparing to head òover there.ó

Fascinating transformation
   The base on the Fairgrounds took its 
name in honor of Charles H. Crane, 1825-
1883, a Harvard and Yale educated doctor 
that served in the Army and rose in the 
ranks to brigadier general before being 
appointed Surgeon-General in 1882, but 
died suddenly only a year later. 
   Camp Crane made use of what attracted 
the military to the Allentown Fairgrounds 
as fascinatingly described by the U.S. 
Army Medical Department Ofþ ce of 
Medical History. 
   The 1917 Fairgrounds had òstables 
and sheds that had been used for fancy 
stockó that were augmented by tarps for 
sheltering recruits.sheltering recruits.

   The six-year-old Grandstand received 
extensive praise as òmodern in every 
particular, constructed of brick over heavy 
steel frame.ó  The òpreferred assignmentsó 
of the corpsõ troops were lodged in cots 
that replaced the greater part of the 
Grandstand seating that was torn out to 
accommodate them.
   The interior of the Grandstand building 
thatõs now home to the Fairgroundsõ 
famous Farmers Market boasted òspacious 
ofþ ces, an express ofþ ce, telegraph ofþ ce 
and a small jail room.ó
   Its òrestaurant facilitiesó were especially 
commended for offering òa dining room 
which seated over 2,500 people with 

large kitchens at either endó and cooking 
amenities òsuch as usually found in 
hotels.ó  
   To top it off, there were òlarge lavatories 
in which there were over 100 modern ÿ ush 
closets.ó
   The groundsõ 46 acres afforded building 
opportunity and use for þ eld training.
   Reportedly, 12 two-story barrack 
buildings, an inþ rmary and two ofþ cersõ 
quarters were erected. Evidencing 
community group involvement, the YMCA 
built a small òhut,ó the YWCA a òhostess 
houseó and the Knights of Columbus a 
recreational building.




