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100th Anniversary of Camp Crane

On May 24, 1917, the ofpcers of the Lehigh County Agricultural Society sighed a lease with the
United States government that initiated an amazing transformation of the Allentown Fairgrounds

from its dedicated use for the operation of the annual Great Allentown Fair.

As the nation joined its allies to pght in the First World War that already had been raging in Europe for three years,
its leaders eyed the Fairgrounds for a patriotic purpose.

Only six weeks into the campaigh, the Allentown Fairgrounds was converted into a major mobilization and training
camp for recruits into the United States Army Ambulance Service, an American response to Franceis request for that
specipc assistance.

News spread quickly that units in this unique military effort would be the prst deployed to Europe, and young recruits
hationwide poured in excited to sign up.

And so began an extraordinary two-year period not only for the Fairgrounds, but an entire community supporting the

impact of 20,000-plus army and other medical personnel preparing to head dover there.g

Fascinating transformation

The base on the Fairgrounds took its
name in honor of Charles H. Crane, 1825-
1883, a Harvard and Yale educated doctor
that served in the Army and rose in the
ranks to brigadier general before being
appointed Surgeon-General in 1882, but
died suddenly only a year later.

Camp Crane made use of what attracted
the military to the Allentown Fairgrounds
as fascinatingly described by the U.S.
Army Medical Department Ofpce of
Medical History.

The 1917 Fairgrounds had ostables
and sheds that had been used for fancy
stockd that were augmented by tarps for
sheltering recruits.

The six-year-old Grandstand received
extensive praise as omodern in every
particular, constructed of brick over heavy
steel frame.6 The opreferred assignmentsd
of the corpsi troops were lodged in cots
that replaced the greater part of the
Grandstand seating that was torn out to
accommodate them.

The interior of the Grandstand building
thatis now home to the Fairgroundsi
famous Farmers Market boasted ospacious
ofpces, an express ofpce, telegraph ofpce
and a small jail room.é

Its orestaurant facilitieso were especially
commended for offering 0a dining room
which seated over 2,500 people with

large Kitchens at either endé and cooking
amenities osuch as usually found in
hotels.6

To top it off, there were tlarge lavatories
in which there were over 100 modern Vush
closets.d

The groundsi 46 acres afforded building
opportunity and use for peld training.

Reportedly, 12 two-story barrack
buildings, an inprmary and two ofpcerst
guarters were erected. Evidencing
community group involvement, the YMCA
built a small shut,6 the YWCA a dhostess
housed and the Knights of Columbus a
recreational building.
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