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Who was Morell Smith%
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Volunteered for Service, 1917



Born in Newtown, November 1864 (son
of Dr. Elias Smith)

Jetterson Medical College Class of 1884
Married M. Anna Stackhouse, 1887
Newtown’s Family Physician

President, Bucks County Medical
Society, 1909-1910

Died in Newtown, December 1927



M. Anna Smith

« Born Maria Anna Stackhouse in
Penn’s Manor, 1861

« New Haven School of Medicine (now
Yale School of Nursing) Class of 1884

« With sister Martha, was one of the
first two Registered Nurses in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

« Married Dr. Charles Smith, 1887

* Led project to clear Newtown Creek
and mark original Newtown
Commons in 1930’s

 Died in Newtown, November 1945
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The BEarly Years

Home/Office: 1 South State Street
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Wynkoop Post 427, Grand Army of the Republic
Temperance House, Memorial Day, 1896




The BEarly Years
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George School
Class of 1907

(reorge .(chool’s thirteenth commence-
ment was held on Fifth-day morning, Sixth
month 13th, at 10 30 o’clock. The assembly
room was filled with an interested audience.
A special train that had' left Philadelphia
at 915 brought many friends of the school
from that city and more distant points.
On the platform, besides the pripcipal and
graduating class, were a number of the
members of the Yearly Meeting’s commit-
tee having charge of the school. A Scrip-
ture reading by Principal Walton opened
the exercises.

-+ Orations wére delivered by three mem-

|
|

l

bers of the class. .The first to be intro- -

duced was Morell"Smith, of Newtow,

_whose sabject Was " 1ne New KRHCUHUIB-

Farming, he eaid, is coming t0 D& Fecog-

nized more and more as a profession,

rather than as a dull, laborious method of
gaining a livelihood. In this couantry,
which is the inexhaustible farm of the
world, farmers enjoy many advantages.




Life at Penn State

1909

, circa

Dorm Room

Cadet, 1908




Senior Year Photo, 1911

Graduation, 1911
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Morell’s Cottage
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Kiluna Farm, 1910-1990
Manhasset, Long Island

-

Superintendent,
c.1915




The Love Interest:
Miss Sarah Platt

 Born in Milford, Connecticut, 1898

* Morell Smith met Sarah while
visiting her father in 1913 to learn
about hybrids of McIntosh apples

* Morell attended her graduation from
Milford High School in June 1917

» Attended Skidmore College for one
semester in 1917-1918

* In 1921, she married Milford dairy
farmer Cornelius Stowe (d.1981);
they had three daughters

 Died age 101 at her daughter Joan’s

‘ The Platt House - Milford, CT ' home in Milford, 1999



America Goes to War

e Until 1917, America had done its utmost
to remain neutral towards the combating
nations of the Great War

« In 1917, Germany refused to halt its
unrestricted U-Boat attacks on ships
destined to Britain and France; this
resulted in loss of American lives

* Also that period, Brittish intelligence
intercepted a telegram to the German
ambassador in Mexico, suggesting Mexico
ally with Germany against America

* President Wilson asked Congress for a
declaration of war on April 6, 1917




Morell Volunteers

Ajternem. of Sut 15~ 191)-
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in France I will think of ‘that night’.
...]I wonder if you remember the 3 important

things I tried to tell you.”
- Morell Smith to Sarah Platt, August 1917




Training in Camp Upton

* Due to his education and voluntary
status, Morell Smith entered the Army
as an officer candidate, assigned to the
306th Infantry, 77th Infantry Division
(mostly New York immigrants)

* On September 18, 1917, he was 29 years
old, 6’17 tall, and weighed 198 Ibs.

 Training was hard that winter, due to
unusually harsh weather conditions

» Promoted to First Sergeant, and was
head of his squad of officer trainees

* Unit shipped off to France in April 1918




Final Farewells

* Morell Smith’s unit was scheduled to ship
overseas from New York in mid-April 1918

* The State Dept. had a dance and farewell
party for the departing New Yorkers, and
Morell invited Sarah to come down, and
put her up in a nice hotel in the City

* Refused permission to leave, Sarah was
suspended the rest of the semester for
leaving without permission -- the Dean was
on the same train down to New York!

* She never regretted her decision to go, and
never went back to study at Skidmore




Off to France

From arrival in theatre April until
July 1918, Morell Smith’s unit was
assigned to a quiet sector and
given training by British units

In late July, Morell was given a
commission to Second Lieutenant
and reassigned as a platoon leader
in Company C, 310th Infantry,
78th Division (largely comprised
of immigrants from New Jersey)




Correspondence

The correspondence from Morell Smith
to his parents and to Sarah Platt gives
an interesting insight into the mindset
of the American soldier in 1918

There is a sense of purpose and duty
that sounds remarkably similar to
what one might have heard from a
soldier in World War II, or even today

Morell Smith was committed to do his
part to ensure that free people could
remain free, and that the world that
came after the war would be better for

the sacrifices made by those serving in
the trenches

You, the women of the world are looking for us to end
the war with Victory. We must settle this war with a
peace and league of nations that will make it forever
impossible for a nation or group of nations to arm to
the teeth, and, seeking the domination of the world,
break its pledges to its unsuspicious neighbors, and
slaughter their men, their women and their children.
The pages of history must not be turned backward.
This war of itself is the greatest of arguments for
peace and we must insist on a peace that will protect
the generations to come from the suffering this
generation has endured. We are bound to win and we
are going to win because we are in the right. The
torch of civilization, undimmed by “Kultur”, will
blaze forth in greater brilliance, and out of it will
come the world newborn.

Morell Smith, in a letter to Sarah Platt,
September 25, 1918,
from a “hole dug in the side of a trench”




Following a successful operation at
St Mihiel in September 1918, General
Pershing formulated a plan of attack
to drive the Germans off of the
Hindenburg Line towards Sedan

This is known as the Meuse-Argonne
Offensive, as it was launched to

assault the rough terrain between the
Argonne Forest and the Meuse River

Famous stories from this operation
are those of Sergeant York and the
“Lost Battalion” (map next slide)

The 78th Division was in reserve
until October 16th, relieving the 77th







The 310th Joins the Fight

L By / ;

« The mission of the 78th Division, A D770 | AN <
S 72079 ' flf le Morthomme

and Morell Smith’s 310th Infantry, AR 1\ o P N

was to keep the momentum of the PATSIIAs, e (RPE

attack past the Hindenburg Line

* The 77th Division incorrectly
stated it had taken Grandpre,
which put the 78th at great risk as
it advanced towards the lines

« Morell Smith, the last officer in his
company, entered the Bois des
Loges with his platoon on October
17th, and desperate fighting
ensued throughout the night and
into the morning




Ground Gained Near Grandpré by 77th and 78th Divisions
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THE EDGE OF THE BOIS DES LOGES
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Captured German Machine Gun on the Citadel at Grandpré
Note the excellent field of fire
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No Word from Morell

The final letter home from Morell % G + 4

Smith to his parents was written

on October 14, 1918, four days ,&M’}y 12 35 - —nT&/
before his death ﬂ?

We are missing that letter, but w t/“ At [ s
some of his words were:

M /W %vﬁ& ;
“Mud was very deep, country and W cirsi ]m\

roads rough, exposed to long-range
qunfire by day, bombing raids by
night. Food conditions were bad;
kitchens were in the rear, unable to be
brought forward. Immediately before  }

Excerpts from Sarah’s final letter to Morell:
November 10, 1918

action on the front line, many of the (f‘:i 4 2 Z /f‘:m oo, m /L\

men were 1ll.”




The Fog of War

Second Lieutenant Morrell Smith, Company “C,” missing since
October 18, 1918, was slightly wounded early on the morning of
that day. He was last seen in the Bois des Loges as he started back
for the Battalion Aid Station, accompanied by ‘his orderly. Neither
he nor his order]y ever reached the aid station, and have been carried
as “missing” since that date. The Lieutenant and his orderly are
believed to have been again wounded or possibly killed outrlght and
their bodies never recovered

‘ From the History of the 310th Infantry, 1919 '

Ileu*SmﬂJ“&twﬂdo-“'Tﬁ-MV‘m?laT S K i
M&n fod‘t md.u.L.... Co Mucanded werd - h‘aﬂ..a:tw...%{__ff:_ Ifu ddle

ﬁj“.«ﬁ«,‘ Bwulo O/a.\‘t" Odivue §-G.N =~ /ﬁ.ud Ce e @n b
5-0 ,XOL, Ct ~ 30'@‘2 ‘ihu,.. A « 'gc:h-ﬂ.b'

Annotation Written by Dr Charles Smith in 1920 '
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Missing in Action:
Search for Remains

C.R.8.
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Reggiord o, o0
NEUFCHATEAU MCH 14TH 1919

cmt:r GRAVES REGISTRATION SERHCE‘OURS

“ REPORT ON CASE OF LY MORRELL SMITH PERIOD | PERBONALLY VISITED THE
VICINITY OF STJUVIN IN AN ENDEAVOR TO LOCAYE THE GRAVE OF LT SMITH AND
HAVE ALREADY HAD SEVERAL DISINTERMENTS MADE IN AN ENDEAVOR TO LOCATE
THIS GRAVE PERIOD ALSO LEFT INSTRUCTIONS WITH THE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF
CONCENTRATION TO MAVE ALL AVAILABLE FORCES PUT TO WORK MAKING
DISINTERMENTS OF THE UNIDENTIFIED BURIALS SOME ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY
IN NUMBER IN THE VICINITY OF THIS VILLAGE AND LT SMITHS GRAVE WiLL
BE LOCATED 1F HE 1S BURIED IN THIS AREA PERIOD EVERY POSBIBLE FACILITY
WAS AFFORDED  SERGEANT WALDO 'IN MIS MISSION BUT HE KNEW VERY LITTLE
ABOUT THMIS AREA OR ABOUT THE BURIAL PLACE OF LIEUT SMITH AND HE
RETURMED WITHOUT REPORTING TO THESE HEADLUARTERS PERIOD 1 AM TO MAKE
ANOTHER VISIT ON MONDAY AND WILL PERSONALLY FOLLW THIS CASE PERIQD

STATEN

G 951 8.... B f } :
.. March 19‘19.,9,_..‘y A
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American Legion Post 440

In late 1919, the returning
veterans from Newtown
resolved to form a chapter of
the American Legion

The group was assigned the
designation “Post 4407, and in
honor of the only Newtonian to

die in the Great War, named it
The Morell Smith Post

After WW2, the Legion was
housed at 27 Court Street until
the completion of the facility on

Linden Avenue, which was
dedicated in 1959

MORELL SMITH POST +440

AMERICAN LEGION
41 LINDEN AVENUE — NEWTOWN, PA. 18040

Newtown Enterprise December 1919

‘Whereas, Lieutenant Morell Smith, having been an

honored citizen of Newtown, and having entered the war
against Germany in support of the highest ideals of justice
and freedom, and with a keen sense of their meaning to
his beloved country; and

W'hereas, Lieutenant Morell Smith, having nobly

fought, and having proven his deep devotion to his lofty
principles by the supreme sacrifice upon the field of
battle: be it therefore

Resolved, in recognition of this single-minded devotion,
that this post be named The Morell Smith Post, Number
440, of Pennsylvania, of the American Legion; and be it
&\ro/vm[: As a token of our deep sense of loss and of

our sincere sympathy with them, that a copy of this
resolution be sent to the parents of the late lamented
Lieutenant Morell Smith.

The above resolution was proposed by:

Dr. G. A. Parker, Jr. Morris Savidge



The Facts Become Clearer

Final Particulars Regarding the Death
' of Lieut. Morell Smith.

‘Dr. Charles B. Smith returned Tues
day from Rome, N. Y., where he h.ad
gone in search of detailed information
concerning the precise manner and
place of his son’s death—facts which
had escaped proper record at the time,
owing to serious losses suffered by
the company and the devastating and
prevailing confusion. Through the ef-
forts of a comrade, residing in Rome,
who had been located there, the sole
survivor of a “patrol” known to
have gone out at 5 o’clock on the
morning of October 18, this informa-
tion was obtained. -

Newtown Enterprise -
November 11, 1920

Dr Charles Smith’s Foreword to the
History of the 310th Infantry,
Newtown Library Copy

This little book depicts in
unadorned narrative form, the Movements, of
one of the many units of the American
Expeditionary Force,-- (1917-18) from
training to demobilization.

It is of particular value
because representative of a great and
potential movement of human forces, in
World War EHistory. In this it is brief
and comprehensive.

To those who were more or less

intimately acquainted with Lieut. Morell
Smith, identified from earliest childhood
wi

tL the community of Newtown, it will
have an added interest, because of the
fact that it was with this organization
(310th Infantry) he served the Colors and
paid the last full measure of devotion to
his country and his countrie's ideals.

Born and nurtured amidst
peaceful scenes and pursuits,-- rich in
qualifications for his chosen vocation,
he willingly sacrificed all, that the
rampant hand of wanton might.be ever stayed
and that Peace and International Justice
should again prevail.,

CR.S:

1990



July 1924:
The Search is Over

Remarkably, the U.S. Graves
Registration Service never gave up on
positively identifying all remains
found in the Meuse-Argonne

The remains of Morell Smith and his
orderly, Private Augustino Ruggiero,

were finally discovered in mid-1924,
and identified by their ID tags

The bodies were likely covered up by
dirt from artillery bursts, but were
agonizingly close to where the
original search had been conducted

Pvt Ruggiero now lies in the Meuse-
Argonne American Cemetery

W 290 AC
Seith, Morell, 7atl 1. July 3, 1924.

Dr. @wnrles M. Tumith,
Newtow, Buaks Co.,

a.
Dear Or. Saltike

The Cunrtormmater Jenerzl 1o pleased to infera you that an
extoasive and very painetaking lrvestigation has flanlly resuited in the
recovery of your gallant son's boly,

With refarence to the clrcusetances of the Ldentiflcatlion,
the Chief, American Oraves Pagletration Service, Q. M. C., in Burope, hne
furnishel e fellowling report:

The body of 2nd Lieutonant Morell Smith, Ce. C, 310th Infanmtry,
wis found buried with the body of Privata Augustine Fugglere, 1767742,
Se. C, 310tk Inf., in an ieslated snie grave, Bols des loges, Commune
1e Chnsmignealls, (Ardennes) Map Busancy 1/20000, East 294.920, Yerwn
207.495. 7Tie body of your ecn was Yuried inm of ficer's whip cord unlfora
and fleld shoes. [ie ldemtifioation tag wus found on the resslns reading:
. Bmith, 1et St.Hg.Co.306th Inf.* revorse MB8000. Ot her means of
Sdantifioation wers Officer's ocollar insignia, “orcesed rifles”™ aad UasA
on ooilar of bloues, Brist on sleeve of dlouse. Esdroldered 2nd Lieus.
»ar on steulder of bdloues, ond 2nd Lisut.bar with wnlforwm.

Dental chart shows that there ware found a susher of gold and silver
fillings.

Private Aucietino Mugglero's § taatiflowtion tag, bearing hies nuxe
ant serisl nusber, was found on his remmine,

The body of your sen s now in the mortuary st the Meuse-
Argenne Anericen Cemetery, Romagne-sousMont famoon, Meuse, Trance, awmiting
fnstractions as %o 1te final dleposition., Kindly advies this office whether
you wish 158 body of Lisuvermat Merell Smith retumed to this country for
final burial. If so, lastrastions will be sent to the Bwopesn Office, to
return the 2ody on the first aval lable Sipping Beard vesssl salilng from &
cnamel sort. The return would prodahly bde made within the next twe orF three

BoNLES.

Please undersatand, Lt 1s not the pellcy ef ihe Department to
attempt to influence relatives as 5o the dlsposition of thelr dend Hul %o
endewor %0 oarry out their wishes ® far as is bmenly poesible. On the other

July 3, 1924
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Meuse-Argonne America

Romaigne-Gesnes, France



Finally Back in Newtown

| / i

Buried With Mulltary Honors.. | o Bl i

Newtown's largest military funeral ; 1 IO
and one of the most impressive fu-
nerals which the town can recall ‘was
held Wednesday afferncon,. when
Licutenant Morell Smith, of Compam
C, 310 Infantry, 78th Division, who
was killed in action-in. the Argonne
n»ar the close of the world war, was
laid at rest in Newtown Cemetery.

With an tonor guard standing at
attention near the flag-draped casket,
friends of Lieut. Smith and of his fam-
ily paid their last respects by calling
at the home of the lieutenant's father,
Dr. Charles B. Smith, between the
hours of 10 and 2. A short private
funeral followed after which the pub-
lic attended the military ceremonies
and burial.
- Morell Smith Post, No. 440, Ameri-
can Legion, together with the Ladies’
Auxiliary, the surviving contingent of
five gray-haired members of the G. A.
R.., and the Sons of Veterans, were
represented.

‘ Newtown Enterprise - October 18, 1924 ' ~
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Another Family T

TRAGIC DEATH OF '
DR. CHARLES B. SMITH

Dr. Charles B. Smith, aged 63, of

Newtown, one of Bucks county’s most

prominent physicians, last Sunday af-
ternoon ended his life on the grave of
the son he had mourned for since he
wus killed 1n action overseas durlvg
the World War. ,

The doctor left his home about
three o'clock last Sunday afternoon
after telling his wife that be was
going down to the home of Stacy
B. Brown, a life-long friend, for a
chat with him. Shortly before 5
o'clock, Mrs. Smith found a note on
a desk uear the doctor's office, aund
on it was written I am going to see
Stacy Brown, and then on to the cem-
ctery,” and.jt-was signed “Charles.”

Rushhig to the telephone, thinking
something was wrong, Mrs. Smith
called Mr. Brown and lnquired wheth-
er her husband was at his home. She
was informed that he had not been
there. y

Immediately Mr. Brown drove (o the
Newtown Cemetery. As he entered
the cecmetery, he saw Dr. Smith’s car
parked next to the Smith family plot
When he drove up he was shocked (o
find a bianket spread over the grave
of Dr. Smith’s son, and on it was the
lifeless form of the doctor with flve
bullet holes in his body, in and around
his heart. -

Newtown Enterprise
December 16, 1927

“Gateway in Memory of
Dr. Charles B. Smith
Presented by
M. Anna Smith”

- entry to Newtown
Friends Meeting

RS e




Lifelong Devotion

o In 2006, a letter and package with -
CADVANCE < OPINION AND COMMENTARY  ©

photos and letters arrived at Post The story of a long-ago love
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daughters, Ms. Joan Stowe s i

Darrdd Not meach of & Guy feor amybady culdoors \»
walk arouesd et alone & dear elderly lady on & mis-
soe |l was getleg latenk U aflernoon when (v
Wl Cressend adies waled Gown e ¢ lvewny of The
Hang rg Lampand ovio the garden »red mvacgam shg-

ard 1o mxy beart. Two were traddie aged toewis

o She explained that Sarah married in &ZE=Es=nE

o earth brosg you 0 Newtown '™
Ore of thees anhed if | had & moment and with thet

1921, but never forgot Morell Smith  SsE=sesmms

Erower and oo Eay » young man ramed Nored S

came to hhewr place 1 seck her fatber 3 bolp Shethen

anked i | knew the sarme Morell Surh, Sor be 3ad bewny past

rased i Newioen aand of course | G4 She conlinued a8 1o D Mcation of Mereil Smith's grave, and the
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()] k 11 B e e Py Wodtmr ot o satate oo Lomg '8¢ Arresy o0 Long Inlard, wherw be was kving, and  cometary, And what di | e Lying o6 sach of the
ara e orell’s portrait on one B v S e Vi g S Mt S v ot s A 8 Ly et
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