
In this 1918 photo, Cynthia (far left) is shown with other members of the 

Girls Society sewing service stars onto a wall hanging that hung in the First 

Reformed Church in Hull, Iowa.  Each star represented a serviceman from 

the congregation who was in the Great War.  At the time of the photo, 

Cynthia’s brother, Henry Meerdink, was already fighting in France.    

During the war, Cynthia and Jerry (Jurian) Dykstra corresponded.  He 

wrote this Oct. 6th letter just 36 days before the Armistice was signed on 

the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month - November 11, 1918.   

Jerry and Cynthia married in 1920. 

 
Cynthia Meerdink, age 16 - Hull, Iowa, 1913 

This photograph is mentioned in the Oct. 6th, 1918 letter. 







                   


