George Koenig: US Army, 3rd Division, 5th Infantry Brigade, 7th Infantry Regiment, Company H -- WWI

The 3rd Division was activated at Camp Greene, North Carolina in November of 1917 for service in the
First World War. The 3rd Division was composed of the 4th, 7th, 30th, and 38th Infantry Regiments, the
10th, 18th, and 76th Field Artilleries, and the 6th Engineers, with a total of 28,000 men. The Division as a
whole entered combat for the first time during WWI on July 14, 1918. During the German's last
offensive of the war, the 3rd Division held their positions on the Marne River as units on either side of
them withdrew. This action spoiled the German bid for Paris and earned the Division their nickname, the
"Rock of the Marne." The Division's motto, "Nous Resterons Là" which is French for "We shall remain
there," also comes from that action. During WWI, two members of the 3rd Division were awarded the
Medal of Honor.
World War I (1914-1918)
The Third Division was born at Camp Green, North Carolina on November 21, 1917. The U.S. had been at
war with Imperial Germany and allies since April 6, 1917. The 3rd Division was composed of the 4th, 7th,
30th, and 38th Infantry Regiments, the 10th, 18th, and 76th Field Artilleries, and the 6th Engineers, with
a total of 28,000 men. The Division arrived in France in April 1918 at the beginning of the last series of
German offensives designed to end the war. By May of 1918 the French had been pushed back to within
50 miles of Paris. The 7th Machine Gun Battalion of the 3rd Division rushed to Chateau-Thierry amid
retreating French troops and held the Germans back at the Marne River. The rest of the division was
absorbed by the French Command until brought back together under the Command of Gen. Joseph
Dickman and by July 15, 1918 they took the brunt of what was to be the last German offensive of the
war. As units on either side of the division were driven back, men of the 30th and 38th Infantry
Regiments held their positions at the Marne River, defeating the German bid for Paris. For this the
division earned the nickname, "Rock of the Marne."
It all began during World War I when the newly-formed 3rd Division (later re-designated as the 3rd
Infantry Division) was in France as part of the American Expeditionary Force. The division's 28,000
Soldiers arrived on Europe's shores prepared to defeat the last wave of German offensives.
At Chateau-Thierry, along the Marne River, as French troops retreated from the German onslaught, men
of the 7th Machine Gun Battalion of the 3rd Division were rushed to Chateau-Thierry and set up a
defensive position along the Marne River.
Maj. Gen. Joseph Dickman, the division commander, issued his famous order in French, "Nous resterons
la" ("We're staying there!"). The rest of the division moved into position along the Marne, and on July
15, took the brunt of what was to be the last German offensive of the war, the famous "Peace Storm."
As units on either side of the division were driven back, men of the 30th and 38th Regiments held their
positions, defeating the Germans' bid for victory.

This feat of arms, in which they stood their ground like a rock at the Marne, was called by Gen. John
"Blackjack" Pershing "...one of the most brilliant pages in the annals of military history" and earned the
3rd Infantry Division it's nickname: "The Marne Division".
The 3rd Division was designated the 3rd Infantry Division in 1941.
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