THE JOSEPH M. CONNORS POST #1398, AMERICAN LEGION

The history of Legion Post #139 iz intertwined with the
history of the town for the past half century, the post having
celebrated its jubilee yaar in 1969, alcog with the National
American Legion.

Early in 1919, Edward N, Wilson, expressing the sentiment
of the majority of returned WWI servicemen, applied to the
Mass. State Secretary of the American Legion, Leo A. Spill-
ane, for permissicn to form a local Leglon post. A formative
meeting was hold on July 1S, 1919 st the Ayer Board of
Trade, with 35 men present.

pr. Bertrand H. Hopkins was elected temporary chair-
man aod Mr. Wilson temporary secretary. It was voled
unanimously to form a post and to apply for a charter.
The name of the post was decided on after contemplating
gix names submitted by a commitiee. It honors Sergeant
Joseph M. Conunors, Machinegun Company, 26th U.S. Infan-
try, First Division, who was Hiied fn actien.

Sgt. Connors fell in fhe baitle for Exermount, near Very, on
the heights of the Alre, on October 4, 1918.

Frank Russell Mason, the then commander of the Post, in
his eulogy of Joseph M, Connors, whose body was returned
from the American Cemetery in Brieux, France, for inter-
ment in St. Mary’s cemetery, Ayer, sald of the final mo-
ments of Sergeant Connors and his Unit: ... S0 the
armistice foumd them, their record perfect to the lsst 2
division that never retreated, never failed to take an object-
fve. ‘Their pride, a division first in France, firstin the
lines, first in battle, and first in viclory and worthy of s
place In the van of the Army that changed the face of the
world. And it was in the heights of the Aire, before Exer-
mont near Very, while reconnoftering or consolidating posit-
jon that Sergeant Joseph M, Connors ‘kept his rendervous®;
he fell mortally wounded by enemy shell five, was evecusted
to field hospita! October 4, where he died. . .”*

The fiftean men who signed the application for the charter
were: Edward N. Wilson, Dr. Bertrand H. Hopkins, Victor
L.F. Fillebrown, George 1. Wilson, Homer J. Craft, John H.,
Hooley, George M, Barrows, Harry E. Fisher, George T.
Burns, Rivareaus H. Wright, Willilam H. Gray, Paul K. Mc-
Guane, Edward M, McGuane, Panl H, Robbins and walter J.
Carragan,

On Sept. 9, 1919 slection of officers was beld and the follow-
ing elected: Commander, Dr. Bertrand H, Hopkins; Vice
Commander, Martin 8, Donzhue; Adfutant, John H. Hooley;
Finance Officer, Chester L. Campbell; Historian, George M,
parrows; Chaplain, Waldo E. Winslow, Anditor, George T.
purns; War Risk Officer, John H, Hooley; Employment Offi-
cer, George T. Burns. .

Men from all walks of lfe have Leaded the local Post as
commander through its half century of existence. Following
is the Hst of nemes and the year(s) they served: Dr. Bertrand
H. Hopkins, 1019-20; Frank R, Mason, 1921-22; william J.
Barrett, 1923; Edward E, Baclms, 1924-25-26; Howard L.
Burrill, 1927; John H. Hooley, 1928-29; Henry J. Clancy,
1930; Clarence M. Chase, 1931-32; George L, Wilson, 1933;
Frank D. Lyons, 1937-38; Paul P, Durette, 1939-40; Ralph
B. Livingston, 1941; Herbert L. Bardy, 1942-4%; lecn J.
Manion, 1944-45; Cyril F. Sleeper, 1946; Norbert C. Whit-
more, 1947; Charles H. Prentiss, 1948; Staney Salter, 1949;
Ralph A. Morse, 1950; Robert H, Hebb, 1951; Donald E.
Carleton, 1952; J. Maorice Naparstek 1953; Bertrand E.
Cote, 1954; Ralph A. Morse, 1955; Roger A. Porter, 1956;
Charles H. Smith, 1957-58; Vernon R. Gardner, 1959-60-61;
Alva V. Cole, 1962-63; Joseph Brunmmell, 1964; Robext W,
locke, 1965; Chester J. Zsk, 1966; Philip D. Gregolre,
1967; John A, Keese, 1968; Phillp D. Gregolre, 1869; Charles
E. Thomas, 1970, .

The Legion on the occasion of the tenth enniversary of
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the Armistice dedicated four sguares in town in memory
of the four men who died while serving in World war 1,
The square at Park and Msin Streets was named for Jo-
seph M. Connors, the square at Columbiz and Main Streets
was named for Percy W. Fowler, the square at Main snd
East Main Sireets was named for Robert H, Sanders, the
square at East Main Street and Harvard Rosd was named for
Leon F,. Briggs.

Comminder Jokn H. Hooley was in charge of dedication
services and participating in the dedication and parade were
many vetersns, civic and fraternal organizations from Ayer
as well as from neighboring towns.

Organization of Memorial Day observance had been the
responsibility locally of the George S. Boutwell Post No. 48
GAR. In 1920 the Josoph M, Connors Post #139 A.L. par-
Heipated for the tirst time as a unit in Memorial Day ab~
servances with sevesty-five members of the Post in the Htne
of a5 well as twenty-one GAR, and many other units,
In the 1922 observance, 1,200 troops frem Camp Devens
joined the line of march, and & highlight of the event was the
gnesdrawnnpbythasoldiersballowthe(;ﬂmenlnblm

pass.

Through the years the Legicn Post has been in the forefroni
in making plans for the chservance of Memorial Day snd with
the cooporstion of olher veterans snd civic organizations has
decorated squares, momuments, graves of veterans, attended
memorial services and led the annmual parade and memorial
observance alt desigpated sites at cometeries and the nawval
service at the pond. (Several years ago, when the ranks of the
Sons of Veterans of the Civil war thinned out so they eounld no
longer attend to decorating the graves of the GAR, the Leglon

‘assumed that responsibility at their ipvitation).

October 23, 1930 saw ome of the largest patriotic gatheriags
held in towa, when 400 members of the Middlesex County
Council were hosted by the local Post at the Town Hall and
presided over by Past Commander John H, Hooley, County
Commander. Among the honored guests were Congresswomsan
Edith Nourse Rogers, who spoke on sponsored veterans legis-
lation, Captain Harry C. Snyder, Camp Devens Commanding
Officer, who outlined the constructon work geing on at the
Camp, ant Captain Martin Peardsiey, who truced the progross
of the construction, culminating in the buitding of permanent
housing and barracks, in keeping with a suggestion made by
General John J. Pershing. Commander Alfred H. Knowles of
the Loyal Legion and Commander Hiram §. Clark of the
George S. Boutwell Post, GAR, 89 ind 90 years of age re-
spectively, were seated on the podium as special guests.
The meeting adjourned to the vestry of the Unitarian Church
for a baniuet and enfertainment by Teddy Beers spd his En~
semble. Chairman John D. Carney of the Ayer Board of Salect-
men, and.other visiting civic and weteran dignitaries were
present.

At the November 13, 1937 installstion of the Post and
Auxiliary at Eagles’ Hall, Commander Hiram S. Clark was
again the honored guest and recelved the plandits of the
assembled; he was the sole survivor of the George S, Bout-
well Post, GAR, Ayer’s oldest citisen md holder of the
Boston Post cane.

In 1942 installation was 2 joint affair of Post snd Aurxil-
laries from Littleton, Ayer, Shirley, Groton, Pepperell and
Townsend -held at the USO building oo West Main Street.
This type of joint installation was a first in Department
history. An unusual and colorful event was the entertainment
in charge of Sergesnt Armold L. Woodall by a group of Fort
Devens sl Indians, represesting four differest
tribes and performing dances in fall tribal costumes.

On October 27, 1946, the Post dedicated its new home, the
former Masonlc Service Center om Columbia 2nd Newton



Stteets. Following the dedicalion ceremonies, 27 new Leg-
fonaires, 25 veterans of World war II and two of both world
wars were initiated into the Post.

The American Legion bowling team, a member of the Nash-
oba League, has been continuously active for more than three
decades, largely due to the efforts of Past Commander Clar-
ence M, Chase.

On October 23, 1958 another first occured in Post history;
charles H, Smith was Installed Commander and Mrs. shirley
Wwatson, Adjutant, the first woman to hold office. She had to
change quickly from gown to uniform, having beea installed
moments  earlier President of the Auxiliary. Congressman
Edith Nourse Rogers was the honored guests and speaker of
the evening. Mrs. Harry S, (Juliet) Allen, for many years Post
correspondent was also honored that evening.

Through the years the Post has had many homes, rented,
granted, or owned. In July 1919 it was the Board of Trade
Rooms; February 1920 it was Carley’s Block oo Main St-

reeat; Octcber of that year found them in Dickinson’s Block on
Washington Street, in January 1922 they were in Page’s Hose
Butlding, ! West Main Street. They met and held affairs at
Hardy's Hall on Central Avenue, at the Eagle's Hall on Main
Street, and elsewhere.

The buiiding they owned since 1946 on Columbia Street, and
for the improvement of which the members expended many
days of work, was gutted by fire on the night of May 21,
1959. Commander Smith met with his officers and town offic-
ials to plan for the tuture and it was decided to purchase a lot
of land on Sandy Pond Road near the Litile Red School House
and construct 2 building of cement blocks.

All through the years the Post has been active in the many
facets of Leglon services, allowing also time for fun while
working. Their aim is to continue these services as long as
there are war veterans to ¢ualify for membership and there
is need for their services.

THE LITTLETON - WESTFORD LODGE OF ELKS

on May 3, 1953 at the Concord Armory, Concord, Mass.,
the Littleton-Westford Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks #1861 was instituted by its Mother Lodge, Somerville
B.P.O. Elks #517. Irving L. Stackpole District Deputy Grand
Exalted Ruler and his Grand Suite from the Somerville
Lodge conducted the ritoal. g

Ten members with demits from Somerville Lodge #917
and one member from Lowel! Lodge #87, with slxty-two local
members, were the charter members initiated by officers
from somerville Lodge #317.

The newly elected afficers of the Littleton-Westford Lodge
were headed by John H. (’Domnell, its founder and first
Exalted Ruler, and instailed by officers from Concord Lodge
#1479 and Lowell Lodge #37.

in November 1953, at Sunset Crossing, Route 119, Groton
the first lodge home was established.

It was at this time the Littleton-Westiord Emblem Club
#244 was instituted. Its first president was Mrs. June C,

Trepanier of Littleton.

In June 1955, the permanent Littleion-Westford Elks Home,
on Coolidge Avenue, Forge Village was established under
the administration of Mathew J, Harding, and on Sunday,
September 30, 1956, the Formal Dedication of the Littleton-
westford B.P.O. Elks #1891 was officially performed.

From May 3, 1953 to the presesnt, the Littleton-Westford
Lodge of Elks has grown from seventy-three charter members
to a roster of 252.

he Flk principals of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and
Fidelity, have prevailed inthe community, benefiting the neigh-
boring towns with the great principais of the great fraternzl
order.

M is with a great deal of pride and satisfaction that we extend

‘to our members and residents of our neighboringiown of Ayer,

congratulations and best wishes for continued prosperity and
growth.

St. Mary's Church And Parsonage 1902
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TOWN HONORS HER
HERO'S MEMORY

Fitting Tribute Rendered To Sgt. Joseph M. Con-
nors, Only Ayer Soldier To Pay Supreme
Sacrifice While On Overseas Duty

A [itting tribute to the memory of Ayer's only scldier to give
his life while on overseas duty during the World war was rendered
yesterday when funeral services for Sgt. Joseph M. Connors were
held from St. Mary's church and interment was in St. Mary's

cemetery.

The body which arrived from Ho-:
boken Saturday morning, lay in siate
in the town hall with & vigil a=znd
guard of four men from the local
post of the Amerlcan Laglon namsed
for the returned dead until services;
Sunday, The casket was draped with |
aD American tlag upon which lay w
photograph of the deceased and
grouped about were tsral tributes
from the [amily. the American Legion
the Board of Trade and [rlends. Dur-
ing Saturday afterncon and evening
and uctll the services Sunday thare
wan & contlnuation of vinliars to the
ball to pay their respect to the de-
parted.

All flags on public bulldiogs ware
balf masted, places of business were
closed, and church bells were tolled
during the ezercises.

At L.30 p. m, the escort was form-
ad io front of the town hall, the band
and firlng saqued from the 36th in-
tantry first io ilne, followed by the
oiticlsl sacort, the mambers of Jo-

Full military honors were accorded.

seph M. Coonors Post, Amerlag

SERGT, JO3EPH M. CONNORS

Lagion, who preceded the wp-
oo which rested the fiag.draped col-
Iin. Tbe famiiy wers followed fo
lins by representatives of the G. A.
R., commander Danlel H. Dickinson,
Heury Leavitt, Hiram 5. Clark, and
Q. P. Robinson in machines offered
by Oeorge H. Brown. Next in lios
was the Beard of Trade, and lastly
other Iriends and sympathizers.
From tha hall the body was boros
to St, Mary's church. The family
wers geated in the left froot witk
“ meats resarved for the various mitend-
ing organizations. Uobers were of
the American Leglon. Muslc wias by
the cholr. Mra. Charles Lothrop sang
the procestional and Mauuel Per-
réault the recessional. Prayer and
banediction were offered by Rev
George A. Rearden, pastor of the
church. Rav. Wllllam Reardoo, pas-
tor of Sacred Heart chureh of Groton
Eave the eulogy and apoke most slm-
ply. mest directly, with a stirring ap-
peal to militant christlanity, to a re-
turn to the faith of our fathers, for a
tededication of oursélves 1o the cause
for which our comrades gava thelr all.
Ha ended with exultant faith, pro-
clalmiog the triumph of Falth over
Doubt, of Life ovar Death.

The cortege proceeded aut Park
street to St. Mary's cemetery, where,
with the family In treet of the grave,
the fIring squad and bapd facing
south, the Legion and Board at Trade
ip crescent opposite and frieads
grouped eneircling thein tha last rites
and honors were paid.  Fina) prayers
were sald by Rev. Thomas Brennam
of St. Mary's church, Ay earth was
returned to earth three voileys rang
out and the achees of taps voloéd the
soldier's tarewsll and riqulem.

Fuperal dirsctar Amos  Mahony
was in gharge. Theodere H. Clark
Walter Carvigan Lesn G. Wilsam,
Fraak P. Grlftin, Walter E. Wheeler
and Martin H. Donahue acted as pall

*  basreis Trunsporiatien was most
kindly furnisbed for military units
by George H, Brown, Alfred Yates,
Herbert Hardy and Martin H. Dona-
hue. 'The arrangemenls were under
direciion of Commander Frank R.
Masan of the American Leglon.

A trlbute to the memory of Sgt.
Coapars {rom the pen of Commander
Fraonk R. Mason of tha local post of
the Amerlean Laglon will bs printed
tomorrow.
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TO SERG'T CONNORS

> m E . o E
HEE
GiMe
Dulce Et Decora Est Pro Patrls Morl -] E E
-
A trlbate from Commindér Fraonk Toward nlghtfall there waas a lull ia o -
R. Mason of the American Legioa. the storm. Just at duek you came to = (N _8
With the tuners] of Sgt. Joseph M. the slope leading up the knoll, and ﬁ z -
Connors, Machine Gun Company, 28th everywhere you looked tha trampled bt Gl s
Intantry, Sunday afternoon, with his whedt was dotted by recumbent fig- =
body present with us, voices reach ua, ures. ‘There was one field of two or s
—-volces of an era how long past! It three acres, on which It seemed you [7]
s eany to forget. and we, it asems, could not hava stood ten feot from =
are tast forpstiing that bui lately some ong of thosa figures. Thay 1—]
men in thoustuds were Aying, !n bun- might have been wearled Lroops that ::
dreds of thousands ware risking bad thrown themaeivea down to eleap. ol
death, mutitation, exduring the agony ‘They slept icdeed the sleep no sarth-
of battle, craating a new tradltlom of Ly ravellle could disturb. Could you U
manhood at our command. One does havs seen that sllent number under c
not talk of the war nowadays., Wa tha summer twilighi--it was nol grue- z
ara tirad of the war and of beaflng some then, and 1t was not all iragedy.
about 1t,—~the most dramatis, #tu- There lay the best of Amerlean man- “
pendous fact In our bistory! The hood not dead or sleaping, but alive "']
clustared graves oversens, the path of g0 long as we will it to llvae. For >
glory that led (o them. A tale that Ameriea, I [t is anything lasting, [n+]
s told! The volces of tha guhs ate means what they showed—I{ree. un- =~
stilled. Other volces not leas rau- swarving loyalty to an ideal. Who [‘!’]
cous, eot less slolster ate heard. In shall say thet they who dled there
the babel of them ecynicism finds ts Iackéd vision of that [deal even ﬁ
chance, A wave of sel{lshness hea though on thelt unschooled tonguss
awept over the country. Those in it never became articulate? They pald s
authority, even, have told wus  (hat to the uttermoat for thelr [alth. w
“the gleam we followed” was mot Joseph M. Connors was born in Ao- |
what (¢ seemed; that we fought for tigonlsk, N. 5., June 4, 1393, When >
narrow and almost sordld ends. he was two yeara old, hiz parents re- z
Butf afier the restiessnesa of his moved to Ayer and hera he grew up. U ERm—
wanddriogs, all that remainy of Sgt. Edunzated In the public s¢hools, for a
Jossph M. Connors, transplanted time he worked as a lineman for the o m o
from the soll of France, where the HN. B. Tel. & Tel. Co. In 1911 he en- E O W
ashes of American dead are held in listed and was assigned to M Co., the = ﬁ
espacial veneration, hes returmed 26th Intaniry. Io those daystobe s Si [ E E
bome to rest in the quiet village member of the 7. 5. army was o= a 3
caralery of Aver. gcarcely respeciable but how quickly | = [7;] o g
With the ervents of those atirring oplolcn ahifts when these profession. i ,_] 5 =]
times thus foreibly brought back te al soldlers stand out as the thip first o) g
us we poas Lo ourselves the question. Jine of tha defence of the nation. The E E
If the sacrifice of all thess young Importance of the tralolog the army g m
Americans was not what 1t seemed, recelved on the Mexican border can- . n
if our present attltude of symiefsm oot be overeatimated. And hers,

and world weariness Is corract, how
CAR FeDeTOus souls aceeDt Juch mag-
Tiflee?

The atory of Joseph M. Connore I8
that of bundreds of others,—from al}
‘walks of llfe, thoss of sterling charac-
ter and intelligence, those of almless
purpose, the purposeful, the untet-
tered, the adventurons, the drifting,
the native-boro, and the forsfgn,—
Americana all,—met on the common
ground of the ranks of the army, es-
pecially the service of before the war. |

There was & time in the third day|
belore Solssons,—It was related to
me nearly a year afterward by a
fatherly haek driver In the south of
France wiko had been a territorial in
the French armv.—as bv othere

having put on the uniform symbolical
of bis oath and of his dutles, the story
of Joseph M. Connors ia merged with
that of his unit and the cause, He
ross through the rank of corporal to
that of sergeant. In 1915 bLe re-en-
tisted at Texas Clty, Tex. and was
with 3 Co., 26tk Infantry, when, oo
tha President's proclamation of a
state of war with Germany, the Firal
Divislon was formed from the 26th
aod 24th Infantry (the 2nd Infaatry
Brigade), the 16th and 13th [nfan-
try (the 1st Infantry Brigade), the
13t F'. A. Brigade, the 13t Engineera,
the Iat, 20d and 3vd  Machine Gun
Battallons and the 2nd Fleld Sigonal
Baltation. Headquarters landed in
France ia June 19t7, and bv August




Thelr training was parfected e tha
Toul sector, always in sight of the
grim heights of BMount Sec, which
nearly & year latar they were to turn
In tha Hrat “All-American” offensive
of St, Mihlel.

Can anyons ever forget the earily
months of 1918, when the Russlan
reaiatanes {n the East had crumbted
and had culminated [n the peace of
Hreat-Litovsk, thus releasing the Ger-
man forees in the East to overwhelm
the Allled resistanmce on the West-
ern froat in the heralded aod boasted
German offensive of March. America
had been Ir the war nearly a year,

thera had been talk of ideals, of Am-
erican troops to come, but as yet the
monthly arrivals bad barely reached
the flgure of 34,500 And the ques-
tion svérywhers was would these
troops fHght? The Germans had bas-
ed thelr submarlne campaign on the
predieilon that Americen troops
wouid noi arrive, could not be trang-
ported in the face of submarine &t-
tack, and would not fight (I they did
arrive. And Erance, after four years
of unbsarable taxation, of the loss of
her best, of untold sacrifice, saw all
ber eftorts about to be of no avall be-
tore the apring drive. Who can tor-
gat the 3 dairotd d
everywhere: ' the placardas ia the
shops against ‘even talk that would
turther depress those at home: the
rumaors of the mutiny of two French
regiments at Lyons; the treachery of
the Russlan regiments wlth the
French; the pressing need Cor our
Red Cress ameng the clvil popula-
ticn?

Apnd then came the ¢onsolidation
of the Allled armles ueder one eom-
mand, that of Gemeral Foch,—and
Pershing’s offer of American divi-!
sions. The Flirst Divislen fouad 1it-
scll o the Freanch Delensive sector.
rushed by train and truck from the
Toul sector. Thera was an fnaignifi-
cant viliage of not grest [mportanes
in the lne,~~Cantigny. But the Ger-
mang realized the imporiance of this
tirst appearance of Amerlcan troops
in ao Allled attack. Hadn't they pra-
clzlmed Joudly that American troops
would not fight? Carefully the plans
were matured.

The barrage was laid #nd the in
fantry advanced, entersd the village,
and held on. Seven times the Gear-
mans concentrated thelr fira of gas
and bigh explosive and counter at-
tacked with thelr best guard divi-
|slons, oaly to ba repulsed each time.
And the Joyful news went forth; had
an electrical etfect. New Amarican
troops in a local engagemant had tak
jen thelr objectlva and held it in the
face of repeated counter efforts by
the best enemy abock trocps. Ta
avory unit of the French and British
armies waa the commublque read.
and by every town ¢rier in every vil-
lage in France.

Then came Solssons, July 18, 1918
—-thelr real test, For Ilve days, al-
moat without sleep. with food supply
almost shui off they took their part
ln Mangin's ¢euntar offansive which
with the effcris of thelr Freach ¢com-
rades, wnd that of the 2nd Divislon
st Belleau Woodns, at Bourresches.
¢End gt Chatesu Thlerry, first halted
and then started Io retreat tha Ger-
mans.

At St. Minlel, Sept. 12, 1918, the
ticst olfentive by an American army
under Amerlcan directlon, they ae-
golred the confldence In themaslves
and the perfectlon of open warlare
inecessary (or the ordeal of the
Meusa Argonne,

Two wetks alter St. Miklel the di-
¥ision taced & new front. The initial
payment of the Marne was bearing
fruit. Sloce the morning of July 1§
the Allted pressura had not ceased.
Frém the North Sea to the Argonne
the enemy waa recoiling. recolling un-
der tha blows of the British, French
and American armles in turan ‘The
Hindenburg line had been broken and
wow from the west bank of the Ar-
goune massif to the River Meuse a
gTeat American army—nearly a1l the
fighting divisions-——had been as-
sembled for the atrack.

A terrible terraln, the most dIZfi-
cult naturally om all the Western
front: i

High hilis, narrow deflles, apd
thick forests fortified through four
years, by avery means the German
crafi could devise, square milea of In-
tricate wirs entanglements, ambus
cades of hidden machine gun nests, |
niasses of guns of all calibres, a mage |
of death traps. ' Duripg those tlrlli
two weeks the First had earned the
name of the Gypsy Division. By day
they lived in the woods, bl blvouaced
on the ground, out of sight of the
enemy planes. Every nlght they
moved, semetltnes by trucks, at other
times by long wearisome hikes along
slippary, hilly roads to some other
WLRGSE,

And theo somathing went wreng.

Cne of the attacking divistons
found ltself wunable to take the
helghts of Exermont, a key to poale
tions in the center af the German
lines.* On the night of Sept. 30 and
Det. 1 the Flrst teok over the sector.

(Cootluued on Page Threa) |




TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 1921

SERGYT. JOSEPH M. CONNORS
l {Continued from Fage One)

There was no flutterlng of flags, no
playlng of bands to suncunce that a
fresh dlvision was going in: oaly =
(sitent, stealthy approach over shrap-
(nel-swopt slopes through gas-Tilled
valleys. But news has a way of get-
1ing out even ‘n the army, aad it is
told all aleng the barddriven line:
ihe next morning wanl a thrill of new
contidenca as tha word paased “‘The
old First {3 io befors Exermont."
For three days they beld the Line
and that in liself was a costly busi-
pess. On the 4th they went over the
top. Over the top,’" & ¢ommeon phrase
nowadays. Huot do we qulte get the
pleture? Yoy le at duek oo some
bleak, shelliorn hillside clinging to
the scanty sbelter of your fox hole.
Dowan the line the word passes “In
the morolng we go owver.," There ls

nothing to do; you are ready. You
try to sleep; you cannot, there s the

'fong night for that. A falai glim-
mar of llght shows. A suprame mo-
ment. Never did lfe seem so aweel.
Suddenly the air above 13 filled with
invisible shrleking demons. Belore
youn a wall of burating shells—your
barrage. You see your captaln stand,
his arm aweep forward. You rise
and follow him out ftom cover. And
thea to the thunder before you s
added another sound—the enemy's
shells are bursting overhead. Frag-
meunts whistle about you, atrilca be-
tors you. To your left a man falls,
10 -¥our right anocther. Your file
teader goes down. You step forward
Ento hiy place. And then stit! anothar
saund is eaught, the siolster pup, pup,
pup of the machine guns, rislog un-
1il it dominates sven the roar of the

hisslng, crackling tblogs. Men go
down (n groups. You feel terribly
alone, but you walk steadily ahead

the hope that when the objective s
reached epough men wili be lefl to
take and hold i1, It there are that is
victory; it there are not—well, you
wlll not know §t.

You come at last to & bang of wire
oaly partially destroyed by your
guns, You pusk yvour way carafully
through and them s your barrage
sweeps over what was a tree clump,
you sight fust ahead a black swaylng
tube—perhaps giarfog down It a tace.
A sudden red fury,—hatred of the
thing trying to taka your life ¢omes
upon you. You grip your rifle, flx
your eyes on & polot just under hig
chie and plunge forward.

So they went that Oct. 4th, and
a3 the old regulars bad fought and
dled on the Hloody heighta of Sofs-
,80ny, 50 on the Aire the veterans and |
the men of the draft fell and achlev-
ed and when they halted for the night
the helghts of Exermont had been
taken. More than 12,000 infantry|
had gone [nto the lines: a few over!
2000 went back. Since June 15 they |
tad ktad only three weeks out of the,
battle lln#y. They had takea 200
enemy guna and 6881 prisomers. They
had advanced 51 Xilometers agaiast
enemy resistance, mueh of it the most
difticule encountered by any of the
Allled armies and they had paid more
than 26,332 in ¥Med and wounded,
mastly from the lofantry. S0 the
armlstice found them, thelr record
perfest to the last,—a divislon that
never retreated and pever failed 10
take gn objective, Their pride, a 4i-

shells. The world seema allve with|

The idea is almple: to keep going in|

vidion flrst In France, first in the
llnes. tlrst in Bzitle and first in vie-
tory and worthy of its place in the
van of the army that c¢hanged the
fate of the world.

And It was on the heights of the
Alre, hefore Exermont near Vety,
whlle reconnoiterlng ot consolldating
position that 5gi. Jeseph M. Connors
‘kept his rendezvous!’ He fell mortal-
Iy wounded by enemy shell fire, was
evacuated to fietd hospital Qet. 4
where he dled. He was buried in the
American cemetery near Brigux
{Meuse),

Hls regiment was deesraled by the
French and is entitled now to wear
the fouragere. comparable to the in-
dividual decoration of the Croix de
Guerre. HIis family may well take
pride In his citation for gallanity in
actlon and meritorious service,

Headquarters First Division.

The Cemmandec-in-Chlet has noted
In this diviaion a speclal pride of ser-
vize and a high state of morale never
braken by hardship ner battle.

G. 0. No. 20, G, H. Q.
A, E.F. 10 Nov. 19148,
GCeneral Order Neo. 1, Jan. 1, 1920

Extrazt No. 5360,

The Division Commander cites the
Tollowing officers and soldlers for
gallantry in action and espaclally
meriiorious service,

Sgt. Joseph M. Connors

Machine Gun Co., 26tk Infantry
who dled Qct. 8, 1918, of wounds re-
celved in action In the Meuse.Argenne
Oftenaiva.

By Command of;
Maj. Gen. Summerall
Stephen D, Frequa
Col. G. 8, C. of 8.

Offielal:

R. E. Fralle

Lieut. Col, 4. G. D,

Div. Adje

Fhe war has receded to 12e dln
past.  But it i3 such a day az this
that agaln charges our souls. Have
we broken faith? Have we picked

up the torch? Have we really dedi-

'honest with ourselves. We must
know the truth, as wa would be free.
The Influence of the fromtier sull
moulds us and our deatiny. ‘The
apleit of adventure iz still aklndle,
and marks our youth as u oation. And
who aball say that Jt was npt this
spieit of gallan: advenlure, of eager
quest, that jed Joseph M. Connors to
enlist in the regular army of the
United States whara #6 much of rom-
apes has bean founid? We may have
conlidence that he chose the man's
part, 'that ke to his pledged word
was true’, that ke bors himself
throughout with high courage, that
he ‘greeted the unzeen with a cheer.’
“Ueder tha wide xnd starry aky
Dig the grave and lat me lle;
Glag did T live and gladly die
And I 1aid tne down with a wilk

‘This be the verse yon grave for ma;

Here he lies where he longed to be.
Home (8 the sallor, home from the sea
And the hunter home from the hill."

Indebted to a History of the Fiest

Division by Henry Russell Miiter for
meterial, etc.
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SGT. CONNORSY’
BODY ARRIVES

To Lie In State In Town Hall To-
day, And Funeral Will Be
Smnday

The body of Sgt. Joseph M, Con-
norg, son of Michael Connors of Park
street, the only Ayer boy to lose his
life ““Overseas’” in the World war, ar-
rived in town this morning from
Hoboken on the State of Malpne ex-
press due to arrive at 3.55 o'clock.
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SERGT. JOSEPH M. CONNORS

The body will lie in state in the
town hall today from noon uvtil to-
morrow at 1.30 when it will be es-
corted to St. Mary's church where i
funeral services will take place, fol-
lowing which the interment wlil be
in St. Mary’s cemetery.

The ceremonies will be In charge
of Joseph M. Connors post, American
Leglon, Frank R. Mason commander,
who will be assisted by a committee
of the Ayer Board of Trade, the lat-
ter organization as well as the post
marching in a body.

All ex-service men are urged to be
present. i
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